The First Reading — Joshua 7:16-26

Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and
Judah was taken. !7 The clans of Judah came forward, and he took the
Zerahites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and
Zimri was taken. '8 Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and
Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, was taken.

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the
God of Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not
hide it from me.”

20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God
of Israel. This is what I have done: 2! When I saw in the plunder a beautiful
robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold
weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in
the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

22 S0 Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it
was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. 23 They took the things
from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them
out before the Lord.

24 Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah,
the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle,
donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of
Achor. 2 Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us?

The Lord will bring trouble on you today.”

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they
burned them. 26 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which
remains to this day. Then the Lord turned from his fierce anger. Therefore
that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since.

The Second Reading — Hebrews 4:14-16

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we

profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way,
just as we are—yet was without sin. 1 Let us then approach the throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our time of need.
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The Gospel Reading — Luke 4:1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit in the desert,2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He
ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to
become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.””

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world.® And he said to him, “I will give you all their
authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to
anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: “Worship the Lord your God and serve him
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only.
9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down
from here. 1 For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you

to guard you carefully;
they will lift you up in their hands,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.””
12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
13'When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an
opportune time.
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